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KUALA LUMPUR: Over 38,000 pupils were found to be smokers after the Health
Ministry screened over 1.54 million secondary school children across the country, says
Deputy Health Minister Datuk Lukanisman Awang Sauni.

As for the 2.4 million primary school pupils screened, 374 were found to have picked up
the habit, he said.

“All of these students have since been given intervention to curb their habit,” he told the
Dewan Rakyat here yesterday.

The health screening was done under the Oral Health Tobacco-Free (Kotak)
programme last year.Lukanisman said in cooperation with the Education Ministry, his
ministry had also successfully trained 141 school counsellors and Pendidikan
Pencegahan Dadah (anti-drug education) teachers on how to deal with these young
tobacco users.

He said the prevalence of vaping among women was on the rise, from 2.8% in 2017 to
6.2% in 2022.Replying to a question from Dr Halimah Ali (PN-Kapar) on efforts to
reduce cigarette and vape use among the youth, he said the ministry is looking to
develop a plain packaging policy for these products.



Timeline for
the GEG Bill

July 27: The Control of
Tabacco Products and
Smioking Bill 2022 was first
tabled by former health
minigter Khairy Jamaluddin in
the Dewan Rakyat

Aug 2: No vate was taken on
the Bill during the second
‘reading, with & mation passed
instead to refer the matter to a
bipartisan Parliamentary
Special Select Committee
(PSSC] for changes.

Oct 6: The Blll was supposed to
be tabled but was stalled to
miake way for three Bills ahead
of it.

D¢t 10: Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakah
anncunced the disselution of
the 14th Parliament.

Dec 5: Khairy's successor
Health Minister Dr Zaliha
Mustafa sald the tobaceo
generational endgame (GEG)
policy will be re-examined in
terms of its implementation.

March 31: Liguid nicatine was
removed as a scheduled
poison fram the Polsons Act
1052 as part of the
government's move to tax vape

June &: Dr Zaliha said the
Control of Smoking Products
for Public Health Bill 2023
wiould be tabled for first
reading in the Dewan Rakyat an
June 12

June 12: The Bill was sent
‘back to the PSSC for Health for
fqdhrﬁla—lurdnga'ﬂu’ﬂ'hﬁrst
reading

Oct 5: Dr Zaliha said the Bill

‘wiould be up for second reading
on Oct 10.

Dct 10: The second reading
was postponed to make way
far other government affairs in
the Dewan Rakyat.

Mov 28: Dr Zaliha retracts the
Control of Smoking Products
far Public Health Bill 2023 in
the Dewan Rakyat. A revised
version without the GEG
element was tabled.

MNov 30: The bill was passed In
the Dewan Rakyat.

e Stargraphics

“This includes vape product specifications, such as the shape of the products that
would be allowed to be sold by the industry,” he added.

Lukanisman said the ministry had also carried out 129 engagement sessions with non-
governmental organisations and local authorities on possible policies to curb smoking
and vaping in open areas.

He called on MPs to set an example by refraining from smoking in open, public places.

“If we are truly serious about getting rid of vaping and smoking, it needs to start from us
in Parliament.

“l urge all MPs to avoid vaping or smoking in premises like the Parliament building and
to find a more suitable place instead,” he said.



